The High Cost of Failing Artificial Hips - NYTimes.com

HOME PAGE | TODAY'S PAPER | VIDEO | MOST POPULAR | TIMES TOPICS Subscribe: Home Delivery / Digital | Log In ' Register Now | Help

Search All NYTimes.com

Business Day =

€he New YJork Eimes

WORLD U.S. N.Y./REGION BUSINESS TECHNOLOGY = SCIENCE @ HEALTH SPORTS = OPINION = ARTS STYLE = TRAVEL JOBS REAL ESTATE AUTOS

| Search

Global DealBook Markets Economy Energy Media Personal Tech Small Business Your Money

S ey s o ‘1 \o) [
" §Im]p|mﬁ lllﬂui{’v“ \ i’j )\ Seeen 0% g
e a' q m‘ noF L

Advertise on NYTimes.com

)

The ngh COSt Of Falllng AI’tIfICIa| HIpS Log in to see what your friends

are sharing on nytimes.com.
Privacy Policy | What's This?

What's Popular Now [Ej

Helen Keeping College
Frankenthaler, Students From
Abstract Painter, the Polls

Dies at 83

Free Knee Pain Relief Kit
Get Free Info On Osteoarthritis Knee Pain Treatment Today.
Osteoarthritis-Relief.com

Yale Healthcare MBA-e

Earn an MBA with a Healthcare Focus from Yale's School of
Management.

mbae.som.Yale.edu

Hip Recall Hotline
Call 888-848-8991 to talk to a firm member right now.

www.goldenbergheller.com

Tom Dougherty of Groveland, lll., before he received a new hip implant this month. His first replacement failed
prematurely. Normal Blood Sugar Levels
- ? }
By BARRY MEIER Are You Worried About Blood Sugar? Get Tips Today.
Pebble.com

Published: December 27, 2011

Spinal Surgery

The most widespread medical implant failure in decades — involving RECOMMEND Back surgery by a NY Best Doctor Fabien Bitan, MD, New
thousands of all-metal artificial hips that need to be replaced ¥ TWITTER vork
- www.bitanmd.com
prematurely — has entered the money phase. [ LNKEDIN
- Ceramic Hip Implant
) ) B COMMENTS Ideal for younger, active patients. Better movement. Lasts
Medical and legal experts estimate (159) longer.
Ask About Hip . - t
the hip failures may cost taxpayers, Www.wmt.com
Replacements ) P y pay B2 SIGNINTO E-
The Times's Barry insurers, employers and others MAIL Advertise on NYTimes.com
Meier, who has billions of dollars in coming years, 51 PRINT
written a series of 'z . X . . . .
articles about hip contributing to the soaring cost of [ REPRINTS Get the TimesLimited E-Mail

replacements, will answer selected  heglth care. The financial fallout is | |(san n

questions from readers. SHARE
expected to be unusually large and Privacy Policy
complex because the episode involves
a class of products, not a single device
Multimedia or just one company.
MOST E-MAILED RECOMMENDED FOR YOU
The case of Thomas Dougherty represents one particularly
costly example. He spent five months this year without a 1. The High Cost of Failing Artificial Hips

http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/business/the-high-cost-of-failing-artificial-hips.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all[12/28/2011 8:52:33 AM]


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/global/index.html?src=busfn
http://dealbook.blogs.nytimes.com?src=busfn/
http://markets.on.nytimes.com/research/markets/overview/overview.asp?src=busfn
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/economy/index.html?src=busfn
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/energy-environment/index.html?src=busfn
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/media/index.html?src=busfn
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/personaltech/index.html?src=busfn
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/smallbusiness/index.html?src=busfn
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/your-money/index.html?src=busfn
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/12/27/ask-about-hip-replacement
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/12/27/ask-about-hip-replacement
http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/12/27/ask-about-hip-replacement
http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/reference/timestopics/people/m/barry_meier/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/topics/reference/timestopics/people/m/barry_meier/index.html
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/m/barry_meier/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.whsites.net/mediakit/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/html/timespeople/faq/social/
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BoPqFV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dmvKvhwLCpLCbIMCNtwHwrNEBEAEYASDWy4YGKAY4AFDi_qTvBWDJjviGyKP8GqABjPXn_QOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb226AREwMzM2eDI4MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMS8xMi8yOC9idXNpbmVzcy90aGUtaGlnaC1jb3N0LW9mLWZhaWxpbmctYXJ0aWZpY2lhbC1oaXBzLmh0bWyAAgHIAu6U5geoAwHoA7AH6AMt6AP0BPUDAAQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1DKwchf8WVO3HExCzptS3WuTEE_w&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://info.synviscone.com/forms/info_kit/form1.aspx%3Fsrc%3DGoogle%2Bcontent_symptoms%26search%3DGG
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BoPqFV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dmvKvhwLCpLCbIMCNtwHwrNEBEAEYASDWy4YGKAY4AFDi_qTvBWDJjviGyKP8GqABjPXn_QOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb226AREwMzM2eDI4MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMS8xMi8yOC9idXNpbmVzcy90aGUtaGlnaC1jb3N0LW9mLWZhaWxpbmctYXJ0aWZpY2lhbC1oaXBzLmh0bWyAAgHIAu6U5geoAwHoA7AH6AMt6AP0BPUDAAQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1DKwchf8WVO3HExCzptS3WuTEE_w&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://info.synviscone.com/forms/info_kit/form1.aspx%3Fsrc%3DGoogle%2Bcontent_symptoms%26search%3DGG
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BoPqFV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dmvKvhwLCpLCbIMCNtwHwrNEBEAEYASDWy4YGKAY4AFDi_qTvBWDJjviGyKP8GqABjPXn_QOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb226AREwMzM2eDI4MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMS8xMi8yOC9idXNpbmVzcy90aGUtaGlnaC1jb3N0LW9mLWZhaWxpbmctYXJ0aWZpY2lhbC1oaXBzLmh0bWyAAgHIAu6U5geoAwHoA7AH6AMt6AP0BPUDAAQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_1DKwchf8WVO3HExCzptS3WuTEE_w&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://info.synviscone.com/forms/info_kit/form1.aspx%3Fsrc%3DGoogle%2Bcontent_symptoms%26search%3DGG
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BwRDCV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dof2_qgLN_4f-DcCNtwHwjtsBEAIYAiDWy4YGKAY4AFDXqZDK_v____8BYMmO-IbIo_waoAHP44f8A7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBETAzMzZ4MjgwX3Bhc19hYmdjyAEB2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDExLzEyLzI4L2J1c2luZXNzL3RoZS1oaWdoLWNvc3Qtb2YtZmFpbGluZy1hcnRpZmljaWFsLWhpcHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDsAfoAy3oA_QE9QMABAAA9QMgAAAA&num=2&sig=AOD64_0MLUhrqR-NuqAcDKRZQscYzB3nhw&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://mbae.som.yale.edu/mba-e_inquiry_page/%3Fid%3DttmzZ6segogc54398
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BwRDCV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dof2_qgLN_4f-DcCNtwHwjtsBEAIYAiDWy4YGKAY4AFDXqZDK_v____8BYMmO-IbIo_waoAHP44f8A7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBETAzMzZ4MjgwX3Bhc19hYmdjyAEB2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDExLzEyLzI4L2J1c2luZXNzL3RoZS1oaWdoLWNvc3Qtb2YtZmFpbGluZy1hcnRpZmljaWFsLWhpcHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDsAfoAy3oA_QE9QMABAAA9QMgAAAA&num=2&sig=AOD64_0MLUhrqR-NuqAcDKRZQscYzB3nhw&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://mbae.som.yale.edu/mba-e_inquiry_page/%3Fid%3DttmzZ6segogc54398
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BwRDCV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dof2_qgLN_4f-DcCNtwHwjtsBEAIYAiDWy4YGKAY4AFDXqZDK_v____8BYMmO-IbIo_waoAHP44f8A7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBETAzMzZ4MjgwX3Bhc19hYmdjyAEB2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDExLzEyLzI4L2J1c2luZXNzL3RoZS1oaWdoLWNvc3Qtb2YtZmFpbGluZy1hcnRpZmljaWFsLWhpcHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDsAfoAy3oA_QE9QMABAAA9QMgAAAA&num=2&sig=AOD64_0MLUhrqR-NuqAcDKRZQscYzB3nhw&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://mbae.som.yale.edu/mba-e_inquiry_page/%3Fid%3DttmzZ6segogc54398
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BwRDCV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dof2_qgLN_4f-DcCNtwHwjtsBEAIYAiDWy4YGKAY4AFDXqZDK_v____8BYMmO-IbIo_waoAHP44f8A7IBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBETAzMzZ4MjgwX3Bhc19hYmdjyAEB2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDExLzEyLzI4L2J1c2luZXNzL3RoZS1oaWdoLWNvc3Qtb2YtZmFpbGluZy1hcnRpZmljaWFsLWhpcHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDsAfoAy3oA_QE9QMABAAA9QMgAAAA&num=2&sig=AOD64_0MLUhrqR-NuqAcDKRZQscYzB3nhw&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://mbae.som.yale.edu/mba-e_inquiry_page/%3Fid%3DttmzZ6segogc54398
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BVazNV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dy9vfzAGjgrHEF8CNtwGA64MBEAMYAyDWy4YGKAY4AFDlvvzKAmDJjviGyKP8GqABheOc4AOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb226AREwMzM2eDI4MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMS8xMi8yOC9idXNpbmVzcy90aGUtaGlnaC1jb3N0LW9mLWZhaWxpbmctYXJ0aWZpY2lhbC1oaXBzLmh0bWyAAgGoAwHoA7AH6AMt6AP0BPUDAAQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=3&sig=AOD64_2JkZ4j7D6jXaelp4AhubHmdGvuww&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://goldenbergheller.com/ppc/depuy/v4/index.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BVazNV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dy9vfzAGjgrHEF8CNtwGA64MBEAMYAyDWy4YGKAY4AFDlvvzKAmDJjviGyKP8GqABheOc4AOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb226AREwMzM2eDI4MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMS8xMi8yOC9idXNpbmVzcy90aGUtaGlnaC1jb3N0LW9mLWZhaWxpbmctYXJ0aWZpY2lhbC1oaXBzLmh0bWyAAgGoAwHoA7AH6AMt6AP0BPUDAAQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=3&sig=AOD64_2JkZ4j7D6jXaelp4AhubHmdGvuww&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://goldenbergheller.com/ppc/depuy/v4/index.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BVazNV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dy9vfzAGjgrHEF8CNtwGA64MBEAMYAyDWy4YGKAY4AFDlvvzKAmDJjviGyKP8GqABheOc4AOyAQ93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb226AREwMzM2eDI4MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAdoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMS8xMi8yOC9idXNpbmVzcy90aGUtaGlnaC1jb3N0LW9mLWZhaWxpbmctYXJ0aWZpY2lhbC1oaXBzLmh0bWyAAgGoAwHoA7AH6AMt6AP0BPUDAAQAAPUDIAAAAA&num=3&sig=AOD64_2JkZ4j7D6jXaelp4AhubHmdGvuww&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://goldenbergheller.com/ppc/depuy/v4/index.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BYHS-V0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dmISSnwPQiu6lSsCNtwGA8lcQBBgEINbLhgYoBjgAUOHA3uEEYMmO-IbIo_wasgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugERMDMzNngyODBfcGFzX2FiZ2PIAQHaAVhodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTEvMTIvMjgvYnVzaW5lc3MvdGhlLWhpZ2gtY29zdC1vZi1mYWlsaW5nLWFydGlmaWNpYWwtaGlwcy5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AOwB-gDLegD9AT1AwAEAAD1AyAAAAA&num=4&sig=AOD64_0C6kjGdT6_xjNZgxgnPtwwBj-Fow&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.pebble.com/search.php%3Fquery%3Dsugar%2Blevels%26pid%3Dpb-4dc448d0a555a%26ps%3Dadwc%26pbnw%3Dd%26pbcid%3D19848948448%26pbbk%3Dblood%2520sugar%2520level%26pbp%3Dwww.nytimes.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BYHS-V0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dmISSnwPQiu6lSsCNtwGA8lcQBBgEINbLhgYoBjgAUOHA3uEEYMmO-IbIo_wasgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugERMDMzNngyODBfcGFzX2FiZ2PIAQHaAVhodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTEvMTIvMjgvYnVzaW5lc3MvdGhlLWhpZ2gtY29zdC1vZi1mYWlsaW5nLWFydGlmaWNpYWwtaGlwcy5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AOwB-gDLegD9AT1AwAEAAD1AyAAAAA&num=4&sig=AOD64_0C6kjGdT6_xjNZgxgnPtwwBj-Fow&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.pebble.com/search.php%3Fquery%3Dsugar%2Blevels%26pid%3Dpb-4dc448d0a555a%26ps%3Dadwc%26pbnw%3Dd%26pbcid%3D19848948448%26pbbk%3Dblood%2520sugar%2520level%26pbp%3Dwww.nytimes.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BYHS-V0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1dmISSnwPQiu6lSsCNtwGA8lcQBBgEINbLhgYoBjgAUOHA3uEEYMmO-IbIo_wasgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugERMDMzNngyODBfcGFzX2FiZ2PIAQHaAVhodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTEvMTIvMjgvYnVzaW5lc3MvdGhlLWhpZ2gtY29zdC1vZi1mYWlsaW5nLWFydGlmaWNpYWwtaGlwcy5odG1sgAIBqAMB6AOwB-gDLegD9AT1AwAEAAD1AyAAAAA&num=4&sig=AOD64_0C6kjGdT6_xjNZgxgnPtwwBj-Fow&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.pebble.com/search.php%3Fquery%3Dsugar%2Blevels%26pid%3Dpb-4dc448d0a555a%26ps%3Dadwc%26pbnw%3Dd%26pbcid%3D19848948448%26pbbk%3Dblood%2520sugar%2520level%26pbp%3Dwww.nytimes.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BULXLV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1d84Hgc9n9lMkHwI23AcCqWhAFGAUg1suGBigGOABQ94Cm3_______AWDJjviGyKP8GrIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBETAzMzZ4MjgwX3Bhc19hYmdjyAEB2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDExLzEyLzI4L2J1c2luZXNzL3RoZS1oaWdoLWNvc3Qtb2YtZmFpbGluZy1hcnRpZmljaWFsLWhpcHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDsAfoAy3oA_QE9QMABAAA9QMgAAAA&num=5&sig=AOD64_2-TAnAp_tTZ40VaORzd-mmya3Pjg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.bitanmd.com/%3FWT.mc_id%3DG_ad
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BULXLV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1d84Hgc9n9lMkHwI23AcCqWhAFGAUg1suGBigGOABQ94Cm3_______AWDJjviGyKP8GrIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBETAzMzZ4MjgwX3Bhc19hYmdjyAEB2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDExLzEyLzI4L2J1c2luZXNzL3RoZS1oaWdoLWNvc3Qtb2YtZmFpbGluZy1hcnRpZmljaWFsLWhpcHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDsAfoAy3oA_QE9QMABAAA9QMgAAAA&num=5&sig=AOD64_2-TAnAp_tTZ40VaORzd-mmya3Pjg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.bitanmd.com/%3FWT.mc_id%3DG_ad
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BULXLV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1d84Hgc9n9lMkHwI23AcCqWhAFGAUg1suGBigGOABQ94Cm3_______AWDJjviGyKP8GrIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBETAzMzZ4MjgwX3Bhc19hYmdjyAEB2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDExLzEyLzI4L2J1c2luZXNzL3RoZS1oaWdoLWNvc3Qtb2YtZmFpbGluZy1hcnRpZmljaWFsLWhpcHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDsAfoAy3oA_QE9QMABAAA9QMgAAAA&num=5&sig=AOD64_2-TAnAp_tTZ40VaORzd-mmya3Pjg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.bitanmd.com/%3FWT.mc_id%3DG_ad
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BULXLV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1d84Hgc9n9lMkHwI23AcCqWhAFGAUg1suGBigGOABQ94Cm3_______AWDJjviGyKP8GrIBD3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbboBETAzMzZ4MjgwX3Bhc19hYmdjyAEB2gFYaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDExLzEyLzI4L2J1c2luZXNzL3RoZS1oaWdoLWNvc3Qtb2YtZmFpbGluZy1hcnRpZmljaWFsLWhpcHMuaHRtbIACAagDAegDsAfoAy3oA_QE9QMABAAA9QMgAAAA&num=5&sig=AOD64_2-TAnAp_tTZ40VaORzd-mmya3Pjg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.bitanmd.com/%3FWT.mc_id%3DG_ad
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BfZpkV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1di_GdowOLocnrJsCNtwGwkB8QBhgGINbLhgYoBjgAUKvwhKn4_____wFgyY74hsij_BqgAb3godEDsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugERMDMzNngyODBfcGFzX2FiZ2PIAQHaAVhodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTEvMTIvMjgvYnVzaW5lc3MvdGhlLWhpZ2gtY29zdC1vZi1mYWlsaW5nLWFydGlmaWNpYWwtaGlwcy5odG1sqAMB6AOwB-gDLegD9AT1AwAEAAD1AyAAAAA&num=6&sig=AOD64_0oW4YQaSHTahcWGpoZYnDHlQEXPg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.wmt.com/ceramic/patients/tlearnabout.asp
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BfZpkV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1di_GdowOLocnrJsCNtwGwkB8QBhgGINbLhgYoBjgAUKvwhKn4_____wFgyY74hsij_BqgAb3godEDsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugERMDMzNngyODBfcGFzX2FiZ2PIAQHaAVhodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTEvMTIvMjgvYnVzaW5lc3MvdGhlLWhpZ2gtY29zdC1vZi1mYWlsaW5nLWFydGlmaWNpYWwtaGlwcy5odG1sqAMB6AOwB-gDLegD9AT1AwAEAAD1AyAAAAA&num=6&sig=AOD64_0oW4YQaSHTahcWGpoZYnDHlQEXPg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.wmt.com/ceramic/patients/tlearnabout.asp
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BfZpkV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1di_GdowOLocnrJsCNtwGwkB8QBhgGINbLhgYoBjgAUKvwhKn4_____wFgyY74hsij_BqgAb3godEDsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugERMDMzNngyODBfcGFzX2FiZ2PIAQHaAVhodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTEvMTIvMjgvYnVzaW5lc3MvdGhlLWhpZ2gtY29zdC1vZi1mYWlsaW5nLWFydGlmaWNpYWwtaGlwcy5odG1sqAMB6AOwB-gDLegD9AT1AwAEAAD1AyAAAAA&num=6&sig=AOD64_0oW4YQaSHTahcWGpoZYnDHlQEXPg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.wmt.com/ceramic/patients/tlearnabout.asp
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BfZpkV0n7TrrpFIaGngTSyL1di_GdowOLocnrJsCNtwGwkB8QBhgGINbLhgYoBjgAUKvwhKn4_____wFgyY74hsij_BqgAb3godEDsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugERMDMzNngyODBfcGFzX2FiZ2PIAQHaAVhodHRwOi8vd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tLzIwMTEvMTIvMjgvYnVzaW5lc3MvdGhlLWhpZ2gtY29zdC1vZi1mYWlsaW5nLWFydGlmaWNpYWwtaGlwcy5odG1sqAMB6AOwB-gDLegD9AT1AwAEAAD1AyAAAAA&num=6&sig=AOD64_0oW4YQaSHTahcWGpoZYnDHlQEXPg&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.wmt.com/ceramic/patients/tlearnabout.asp
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/business/the-high-cost-of-failing-artificial-hips.html?src=recg
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/arts/helen-frankenthaler-abstract-painter-dies-at-83.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/arts/helen-frankenthaler-abstract-painter-dies-at-83.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/arts/helen-frankenthaler-abstract-painter-dies-at-83.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/arts/helen-frankenthaler-abstract-painter-dies-at-83.html?pagewanted=all&src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/27/opinion/keeping-college-students-from-the-polls.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/27/opinion/keeping-college-students-from-the-polls.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/27/opinion/keeping-college-students-from-the-polls.html?src=ISMR_AP_LO_MST_FB
http://www.nytimes.com/gst/mostpopular.html
http://www.nytimes.com/recommendations
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/todayspaper/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/video
http://www.nytimes.com/mostpopular
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B4yrLVkn7TobJMIqGngS2xcAg68D7hAKzh4qxJNuw4csD0NTjARABGAEg1suGBjgAUOzy_qP7_____wFgyY74hsij_BqgAdPOwf8DsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tugEQMDcyOHg5MF9wYXNfYWJnY8gBAtoBWGh0dHA6Ly93d3cubnl0aW1lcy5jb20vMjAxMS8xMi8yOC9idXNpbmVzcy90aGUtaGlnaC1jb3N0LW9mLWZhaWxpbmctYXJ0aWZpY2lhbC1oaXBzLmh0bWzAAgHIAq-n5AGoAwHoA7AH6AMt6AP0BPUDAAQAAPUDIAAAAKAGAg&num=1&sig=AOD64_0sWBGQSbbLckiq4Sji96IU7ESD-w&client=ca-nytimes_display_html&adurl=http://www.vitacost.com/Specialty-Diets-Weight-Management%3Fcsrc%3DBNR-PPCADW-NYT-728x90-JPG-A%26mtp%3Dcyu4tivVe%7Cpcrid%7C9683209091%7Cmt%7C
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/business/the-high-cost-of-failing-artificial-hips.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/business/the-high-cost-of-failing-artificial-hips.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/business&pos=Frame4A&sn2=a23bc051/6ffe8c2e&sn1=73dfd9ac/e2314f47&camp=FSL2011_articletools_120x60_1629908c_nyt5&ad=shame_120x60_dec16_GGnom&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Efoxsearchlight%2Ecom%2Fshame
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/business&pos=Bar1&sn2=1a50cb9d/923a393f&sn1=b40a0f68/25a41e6a&camp=nyt2011-circ-bar1-dbl-test-side-x-side-non-hp&ad=052711-bar1-hd-digi-h3847Q-d3847R&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F142%3FMediaCode%3DW47AF%26CMP%3D3847Q
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/business&pos=Bar1&sn2=1a50cb9d/923a393f&sn1=baec058e/381f84b2&camp=nyt2011-circ-bar1-dbl-test-side-x-side-non-hp&ad=052711-bar1-hd-digi-h3847Q-d3847R&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fsubscriptions%2FMultiproduct%2Flp5558%2Ehtml%3Fadxc%3D162578%26adxa%3D267522%26page%3Dwww.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/business/the-high-cost-of-failing-artificial-hips.html%26pos%3DBar1%26campaignId%3D3847R
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/auth/login?URI=http://www.nytimes.com/2011/12/28/business/the-high-cost-of-failing-artificial-hips.html?_r=1&pagewanted=all
https://myaccount.nytimes.com/gst/regi.html
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html

The High Cost of Failing Artificial Hips - NYTimes.com

Debris

left hip, largely stuck on a recliner watching his medical
bills soar.

In August, Mr. Dougherty underwent an operation to
replace a failed artificial hip, but his pelvis fractured soon
afterward. The replacement hip was abandoned and then
a serious infection set in. Some of the bills: $400,776 in
charges related to hospitalizations, and $28,081 in
doctors’ bills.

Sources of Debris in Artificial Hips

Related

In Medicine, New Isn't Always
Improved (June 26, 2011)

“I'm sitting here on a La-Z-Boy meant for someone who is
80 and I'm 55,” said Mr. Dougherty, who lives in
Groveland, Ill., and works at Caterpillar, the heavy
equipment manufacturer. His bills are “five times as
much” as he paid for his home.

Hip Implant Complaints Surge,
Even as the Dangers Are Studied
(August 23, 2011)

Remedy Is Elusive as Metallic Hips
Fail at a Fast Rate (October 1,

2011)
The Implants Loophole (December  The so-called metal-on-metal hips like Mr. Dougherty’s,
17, 2010) . . . .
ones in which a device’s ball and joint are made of metal,
are failing at high rates within a few years instead of
Readers’ : i
® Comments lasting 15 years or more, as artificial joints normally do.

The wear of metal parts against each other is generating
debris that is damaging tissue and, in some cases,
crippling patients.

Share your thoughts.

Post a Comment »
Read All Comments (159) »

The incidents have set off a financial scramble. Recently,
lawsuits and complaints against makers of all-metal replacement hips passed the 5,000
mark. Insurers are alerting patients that they plan to recover their expenses from any
settlement money that patients receive. Medicare is also expected to try to recover its
costs.

While his insurer has covered his bills so far, Mr. Dougherty said he was preparing to
sue his surgeon, who may have implanted the device incorrectly, and Johnson &
Johnson, which produced his artificial hip, to help recoup some of the insurer’'s money.

“All these payers want to be paid back,” said Matt Garretson, the founding partner of the
Garretson Resolution Group, a firm in Cincinnati that manages product liability cases.

Until a recent sharp decline, all-metal implants accounted for nearly one-third of the
estimated 250,000 hip replacements performed each year in the United States. Some
500,000 patients have received an all-metal replacement hip, according to one estimate.
A new study found that no new artificial hip or knee introduced during a recent five-year
period — implants that included some of the all-metal hips — were more durable than
older devices, and 30 percent were worse.

One troubled all-metal model, implanted in 40,000 patients in the United States, was
recalled last year by the DePuy division of Johnson & Johnson. As of October, some
3,500 patients had filed a lawsuit involving that device.

There is no data on the number of all-metal hips that have failed prematurely in this
country because the outcomes of orthopedic procedures are not formally tracked by the
government or private companies.

But extrapolating from overseas data and the estimate of metal hip use here, tens of
thousands of patients in the United States may have to undergo operations over the next
decade to replace the implants, said Dr. Art Sedrakyan, a researcher at Weill Cornell
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Medical College of Cornell University, who is studying the hip problem.

A decade ago, Sulzer Orthopedics paid a record $1 billion to settle claims by 6,800
patients who received artificial hips and knees that were contaminated with industrial oil
during the manufacturing process. “We have been dwarfed by this,” said Teresa Ford, a
lawyer who worked at Sulzer at the time and is now in private practice.

Device producers have taken differing stances to covering patient expenses. Zimmer
Holdings, which says its all-metal implants are safe, has settled hundreds of patient
claims, lawyers involved in those cases say. Also, DePuy is covering costs related to the
device it recalled last year, the A.S.R., or Articular Surface Replacement.

DePuy would not comment on how much it had paid in recall-related costs. But a
spokeswoman, Mindy Tinsley, said in a statement that DePuy was working with patients
and insurers.

Things have not gone smoothly for everyone who has taken DePuy’s payment offer. One
patient, Paula Laverty, received a hospital bill for $41,578 and a call from the facility
warning her that the bill would be turned over soon to a collection agency.

Ms. Laverty, of Cape Elizabeth, Me., said she spent weeks calling the firm handling
claims related to DePuy’s A.S.R. She said she eventually learned that the implant maker
had paid the hospital $18,000 for her replacement procedure and that the $41,578
represented the remaining charges.

This month, DePuy made an additional payment to the hospital, according to Ms.
Tinsley, the company spokeswoman.

Along with A.S.R.-related cases, DePuy also faces over 560 lawsuits in connection with
the all-metal version of another hip model, called the Pinnacle, the device that Mr.
Dougherty received. Because the company says that the model is performing well, costs
for its replacement are being borne by Medicare, insurers or patients themselves.

To recoup their expenses, insurers typically notify patients through lawyers that they
expect to be reimbursed from any settlement money that patients receive, rather than
pursue their own lawsuits with the device makers. Also, Medicare is expected to enforce
new laws next year that will make it easier for the agency to recover taxpayer dollars
spent treating patients injured by problem drugs and medical devices, legal experts said.

Still, some patients are weathering some of the financial impacts on their own. While
Charmin McCune, a teacher in Wylie, Tex., is recuperating well from a recent
replacement operation, she said that she and her husband, also a teacher, have had more
than $12,000 in expenses that have not been covered by insurance.

Mr. Dougherty, the Illinois patient, underwent a procedure this month to get a new hip
implant. All went well, he said, so he hopes to spend next year back on his feet and at
work.

“You can’t do anything,” he said of his current situation. “You see your wife doing
everything for you. It is just not right.”
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Jack - lllinois

How else can the health care industry pay their CEOs tens of millions of
dollars? And the COOs, CFOs, presidents, vice presidents, etc., etc. Wake up,
it's only a money making machine disguised as health care.

Dec. 28, 2011 at 8:45 a.m.

Oldfart  Kansas City, KS

An acquaintance of mine just had all ceramic hip replacements done on both
hips. But | have no idea how well ceramic implants do vs. metal implants
because none of that is tracked in America. Why not?

Dec. 28, 2011 at 8:44 a.m. - RECOMMENDED I 1

rangercaptain - San Diego, CA

My doctor and | spent a lot of time discussing whether | should have my hip
replaced. He wasn't interested in anything except a good outcome for me.
Before | had my knee replaced, he had me wear a brace for a year, for me to
decide if | could go without the knee replacement. For my other hip, we both
skipped the preliminaries and just decided on a date, because he knew |
would have a good outcome.
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